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Preface

Honestly, there is nothing so oeaceful as a Virgicia Cour:t House.
One cannot associzie with their present day trangliliity any scenes of
strife, titler legal battles or heated debates., Sussex is 2 shizing
examnie of the calm that prevails under the shade of giant old osis,

The £irst to welcome ope is usually a nobly beautiful bird dog
whn advarces with waving plume and trusting friendlinecs in pis Iizpic
evus. Too dignified to be effusive he cdoes his duty as a gengtleman
anc 2 host, then retires to his chadr spot agaiz.

nexc a depusy cierk wnc greets one tpen the clerk himself, The
pattern 1s always the sape, and i is one not to be tampered with, IS

is perfect just as it is.

The cleri, Mr. Till3am B. Cocke, Jr,, makes

it very plain :
is welcome to work in his Sussex County reccrds, 2

hat ane
so copying begins.

Sw—y County first saw Znglish colenists 5 Zay 1607, Capt. Geerze

Percy repcrts "Fine paths in the woods, most pleasant smrings and the
goodliest corn fielés I nave seen in any country." Surry was part of
the original shirs, James City County,. unsil 1652 when it was set ur as
a pew couniy. Surry, a long narmw county runcing northeast and south-
west was bisected bty the Slacimater River which later became the divid-
ing line between Sursy and Sussex. Horth of that body of water was well
setiled by 1700, but the territory south of Blaciwater was not legaily

opened for setilement until 171C. (Hening's Statutes Vol.IV p.546)

The Council had ordered on 22 August 1702 that the land south of
Slackwater be laid open zfisr Novembar 20th, anc that all her Majestie's
susjects should have libert; to sake up and patent land there.

In 1753 a petition was hancad %o the general assembly from the
innabitants of Surry County Ziving south of the Slacimater for the
erectior of z new county. On ! Februarr 1754 an ect for the ereaiion
¢f Sussex Zoumtr becz—= effaciive. (Hemine's Statutes Vol.VI p.3oL).
The severance wac natural and locical; vest distances nac dciayeq

legz! accorplisrments 2s well as relirious affairs in Surry,

Ip 1752 Virgira was divided izvo fowr military dictricts eazca
aiil inco the Southern Distzici, was

with its own orficer. Sussex, fziling
comnanied ty Col. George Washington, On his expediiicn to acguain:
e french with the Culony's piaes to forwify the westerr Irontier of
Virgimiz the 21 year old Washingtor was jaiced by such Sussex men as

Capt. Henry Hzr—son anz Capt. James fiyche.

Alhemarts Parigh, for—ad wom Southmari and Lawne's Creelk Pardsnes

oo_l Hovenper 1738 had as vyestryren in 173L, when Suscex was formcec,
fpbert Joacs. Jr., Thamas Avens, James chappell, Moses Johnsan, zZpnrzim
Parnzz, Augustine (lziborme, James Cee, Howell Erdiggs and John Masen, Jr.
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The fircs Surgesses who rerresemtos Sussox Covnty iz tho Cer.

Asscmbly of 1i Fetruarw 1754 more Gray Zriggs and John Tdmpnds, .
fufiin =eplaced John Zdmunds who acnapted 2 surveyor's piasze, 22 -

3=

175L. (Stznard's Colonial Virgiaia Eegister p 131 and gl

Nicholzs Tassenfurs, -

The firsy Clerk was dugustine Claiforze and the finst Skards

James Chaprall,

It is a pleasure to rozert thad Susscx was a cantar
-2g In Colonicl days. CEloodec racing stock mas badng i

viay, ‘homas Vincs, James Tyche, John Tyehe. Howmell Briggs, anz

chemrions zs Jolly Poger, Silver Heels, ¥erry Tem, Sterling, Aristes

and frarnaught were Sussex owned and raced

To the Revolrtionary Army Sussex gave

in Sussex,

1 general, 12 coloncls,

Rajors, 17 cartains, 3 licutenants, 2 curgeons, and gumerous lossor

officers as well as mrivates.

1t is impossible to over estimete thc importance of Sussax in
history and develogrnt or Virginia and of America.

tirs, H. A, Knorr
1401 Linden Street
Pine Bluff, Arkonsas

F WYCHE;
E: THE UNDERLINED FAMILIES O
No JAMES CHAPPELL, BRIGGS, JAMES JONESE,

marriage "collateral® limes for this

"

Catherine "indsay

BOBERT JONES, Jr;

were all inter-
JONES Lineage.
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